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8. (Amended) A linker molecule according to claim 1, wherein the nanoparticle binding 
group comprises at least one covalent bond forming functional group selected from carboxylic 
acids and derivatives thereof, sulfonic acids and derivatives thereof, amines, alcohols, thiols, 
aldehydes, ketones, isocyanates, isothiocyanates, ethers, and halides. 

9. (Amended) A linker molecule according to claim 1 , wherein the nanoparticle binding 
group comprises at least one metal-binding group selected from amines, phosphineis, thiols, 
disulfides, dithiocarbamates, dithiophosphates, dithiophosphonates, thioethers, thiosulfates, and 
thioureas. 

10. (Amended) A method forlSRe m^ufacture of a nanoparticle comprising conjugate. 




wherein a nanoparticle is combined Y>^ith a)inker molecule according to claim 1, forming a 

d 

□ nanoparticle/linker conjugate. 



12. (Amended) A method for the^m^ij^facture of a nucleic acid comprising conjugate. 



A/ ^4 



a nucleic acid/linker conjugate. 




wherein a nucleic acid molecule is reacte(iywim a linker molecule according to claim 1, forming 



Q 14. (Amended) A method according to claim 11, characterized in that the nucleic acid is 



^4- 



present dissolved in solution, preferabl\ in an aqueous solution or inmiobilized on a substrate, 
preferably a non-metallic substrate or an qectrade^ructure. 

15. (Amended) A method according to cminj 1 l/characterized in that the nucleic acid is 
selected from the group comprising natural, modified, synthetic, and recombinant nucleic acids, 
DNA, RNA, PNA, CNA, oligonucleotides, dfigonudieMides of DNA, oligonucleotides of RNA, 
primers, A-DNA, B-DNA, Z-DNA, polynucleotides\pf DNA, polynucleotides of RNA, T- 
junctions of nucleic acids, triplexes of nucleic acids, quadruplexes of nucleic acids, domains of 
non-nucleic acid polymer-nucleic acid blockcopolymers Vid combinations thereof 
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16. (Amended) A metho(r^ccording to claim 11, characterized in that the nucleic acid is 
double-stranded or single-strandec 

1 7. (Amended) A method accordhig to claimj^, characterized in that the nanoparticle is 
catalytically active towards electroless^,^!^^ 

1 8. (Amended) A method accor^ng to cjmailLOj-Gbam^ in that the nanoparticle 
contains a metal selected from the group coi ipnsing Fe, Ni, Cu, Ru, Rh, Pd, Os, Ir, Pt, Ag, 
Au and combinations (e. g. alloys) of these netals^ 

19. (Amended) A method according to claim 10, chafkfterized in that the nanoparticle' s size 
is less than 10 nm. 



m 



2 1 . (Amended) A nanoparticle/li 
according to a method of claim 10 

22. (Amended) A nanoparticle-nucleic 
claim 1 1 . 




gate or nucleic acid/linker conjugate obtainable 



mposite obtainable according to a method of 



fiJ 
« 



25. (Amended) A method according to claim 23, characterized in that the metal deposited by 
electroless plating is selected fropf th^groi^p comprising Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, Ru, Rh, Pd, Os, Ir, Pt, 
Ag, Au and combinations (e. g. alloys!) cJ^jflisse metals and magnetic and/or magnetized Fe, Co, 
Ni, and combinations (e. g. alloys) of thescNpie^ls, and combinations (e. g. alloys) of these 
metals with B or P. 

26. (Amended) Nanowire obtainable by a mc^thod according to claim 23. 



30. (Amended) Use of the metho 



nucleic acid. 




ing to claim 10 for selective metallisation of a 



V. 



3 
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